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First Sunday of Advent -  Year A  
 
 

30th November 2025 

Donal Neary S.J. Gospel Reflection ~ Light for the journey 

In faith and in hope we begin Advent this week with its first candle. With Mary and 
Joseph we wait for Christ. The candles are lighting the way for them - and for us! 
The coming light of Jesus lights both our waiting and our journey in life. May it 
shine the light of Christ into the darknesses of the year since last Christmas -               
bereavement, illness, depression, disappointments?                                                            
We prepare best for Christmas by spreading this light. The way to celebrate 
Christmas is rooted in our following of the gospel. Among our ways are caring 
more for the poor, some focused daily prayer, and the wish to forgive more and be 
forgiven. 

All the different images of Christmas prepare us for this birth 
- the carols we hear and sing, 
- the lights in the streets, 
- the star over the church and our Christmas trees and the ways we pray with          
anticipation and remember other Christmas days with joy. 

Everything of this month can remind us of God. The Christ­mas trees, lights, 
cards, carols, parties, Santa hats, the houses lit up with 
reindeer and all the things we see about Christmas, all   
remind us that God is near.                                                              
We welcome the lights in the spirit of Pope Francis: 
'Those who have opened their hearts to God's love, heard his 
voice and received his light, cannot keep this gift to                   
themselves. Since faith is hearing and seeing, it is also   
handed on as word and light' (The Light of Faith, 37).  
Spend a little time this Advent remembering some people or family memories 
that make you grateful for Christmas. Thank God for these in your own words. 

                                                                                     Sincere sympathies to the families of                                 
 Breda Vickers née Mahon of Wicklow Town and                
formerly Co Laois  
Margaret Weir née Vickers of Ballyguile and formerly 
St. Bride’s Road  Wicklow Town 
James (Jim) O'Brien Brooklands, Marlton Road and            
formerly Ocean View Wicklow Town 



                 1st December ~ 5th December 2025  
Monday    Eamon O'Sullivan (A)      
7.00pm     Tom Crean B.R      
Tuesday   Deceased members of the Active Retirement  
     Association     
7.00pm      Stan O’Reilly R.D 
Wednesday  Joseph Doran   
Thursday    Special Intention 
Friday    Altar List of the Dead  

       Next  Weekend  ~ 6th & 7th December 2025 
6.00pm     John Casey (A), Helen Russell (A) 
     Ben & Maureen Mahon. 
     Jenny Earls,  Alice & Pat O’Rourke 
     Jim & Ann Doyle (A), Larry O'Sullivan BR 
9.ooam    Catherine Vickers 1st Anniversary 
    Joesph Michael Hennessey  
10.30am  Jack Nolan (A) Jack & Eileen Kinsella, Annie Byne,           
    Siobhan & Eamon Doyle, Helen, Jack, Jean & Thomas 
    Murphy,  Tom & Molly Cummins, Henry and Mai  
     Smith,  Bridie & Tommy Cleary 
12.00pm  Anslem Fidgeon 1st Anni., Jim & Gay Brennan (A) 

          This Weekend  ~  29th & 30th November 2025 
6.00pm Marie Kenny (A) 
  A.I Zachariah (A), Rosaleen Earls 
  Sean Flood (A), Rory Attley (A) 
  John O’Brien (A), Anna-May Phillips (A) 
  Joe Dickenson (A), Patrick & Elizabeth O’Brien (A) 
9.ooam  Mary Malone R.D 
10.30am  Agnes Malone (A), Mary Hayes (A) 
   Fred Schweppe, Jim Burke (A) 
12.00pm Michael & Betty Mooney (A)  
   Thomas & Brigid Whyte 

Mass  Intention  List         



 
 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
Come into our world of gold and grey, 

which needs you so badly today. 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah  11: 1 - 10 
                 PSALM: Ps  71:1-2,7-8,12-13,17 
SECOND READING:  Romans  15:4-9 
                GOSPEL:  Matthew 3: 1 - 12 

        

                 WEEKLY COLLECTIONS FOR WICKLOW & RATHNEW:  

                                                            23rd November 2025 
 
ENVELOPE/CHURCH COLLECTION - goes towards maintaining our parish €2125 
1ST COLLECTION /COMMON FUND - pays salaries of Priests of Diocese       €1120 
2ND COLLECTION/SHARE                -  goes towards Diocesan Administration €1025 

                      
                        Many thanks for your continued support.  

The Annual Church collection will be held 
next  weekend, the 6th & 7th of December, 
this replaces the  normal SHARE                   
collection. The Society are very dependent 
on this collection,  and  your generous   
support, as normal,  would be very much                    
appreciated. 

PARISH NOVENA CHRISTMAS CARDS 
 

Are now available at  the Parish Office.  These cards are suitable for 
both the living and the dead, and they cost €5.    
There are various designs of  the  Wicklow  & Rathnew  Parish.      
They are a perfect way to  remember and pray for  family and friends 
over the Christmas season, and also a lovely way to remember   our    
deceased family & friends.     
There will be nine Masses offered within the Parish during the holiday 
period.   



Congratulations to all            
couples planning their   

marriage. 
 

Don’t forget to give 3 months   
notice to the parish where you 
live. 
Your local parish is responsible 
for  organising the paperwork 
necessary for the Sacrament of 
Marriage irrespective of where 
the wedding will take place. 
 
Be sure to get in touch with the 
Parish Office to make                
arrangements  to complete                 
wedding papers at least 3 months   
before the date of the  proposed 
wedding.  

St. Mantan Pastoral Area 
        Baptism  Details 

 
Wicklow     First Saturday        2.00pm 
      Third Sunday   1.00pm 
Rathnew     Fourth Saturday  2.00pm 
 
Ashford      First Sunday  12 noon 
Glenealy      Third Saturday  12 noon 
 
BBK       Second Saturday   2.00pm 

Please note :  
The next meeting will be on 

Thursday 8th January at 8pm in 
the De La Salle Pastoral Centre 

  NO MEETING IN DECEMBER                       



 

WICKLOW 
CANCER  
SUPPORT 

 
 

Unit 2, First Floor,                                
Rear of Boots Pharmacy, 
Abbey Street, Wicklow 

 

Have you, or a family member, 
been diagnosed with Cancer? 

 
 

We’re here to help - 
All our services are free of 

charge  
 
 

   0404 32696 or      
086 821 6694 

 

Email in-
fo@wicklowcancersupport.ie 

 
 

Open: Mon-Fri: 10.00-5.00.  
Closed for lunch 1-2p.m. 

mailto:info@wicklowcancersupport.ie
mailto:info@wicklowcancersupport.ie


      





Your contribution to the Church is your                        

appreciation for your  parish.                              

If you would like to  become  a  regular         

supporter to the  Parish, please fill in this slip 

and return  to the  Parish Office or  Sacristy 

 

 

Name…………………………………………………… 

 

Contact Number..……………………………………… 

 

Address…………………………………………………… 

 

_____________________________________ 

 

Many thanks to the sponsor  of our newsletter 
McCrea’s Funeral Home, Dublin Road,  

Phone  0404 69000, 24 hours 
www.mccrea.ie    -   info@niallmccrea.com 

 

PARISH    CONTACTS 
 

Fr Aquinas Duffy : 0404  67196  //  Fr Gerard Deegan : 0404  671                       
Parish Office: 0404  61699 

Email: parishofficewicklow@gmail.com, Website: www.stmantan.ie 

Office opening times  

Monday - Friday:  10am – 12.30pm 

mailto:parishofficewicklow@gmail.com

