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First Sunday of Lent Year A

22nd February 2026

Donal Neary SJ Gospel Reflections for Year A: Matthew

Jesus is tempted to use creation just for himself. This can happen with money,
to other people, the environment and religion. We are called to look after God's
creation, not control it.

To be co-workers with God is our call - to focus on people as well as plans, to
feel the needs here and abroad.

One view of God is that he looks after the world for good or bad, and we are just
the receivers. The other is that we are co-workers in developing the world and
God's creation. Jesus was tempted to throw himself away from the world as he
knew it, but he did not. He would live by the word of God, and G
God would care for him as for the parents in the first reading. / GOD\

|
'A Christian who doesn't safeguard creation, or who doesn't A-‘
make it flourish, is a Christian who isn't concerned with God's |
work, that work born of God's love for us' (Pope Francis, 2015). WORK

The temptation to Jesus was to take him off the path of his |
father. Like him, we are often tempted to use the creation of God §
just for our benefit. Our call is to be co-creators of the world >
with God.

Imagine a garden where everything is beautiful. It is the 'creation’ of a gardener.
Then imagine that someone has ruined one corner of it- notice the

difference. Apply this to how we treat God's creation.

May we care for your creation, O Lord,
with the love you have for creation and for us.

Sincere sympathies to the families of

Jerry Scully of St Laurence’s Park, Wicklow Town
and formerly Dunkelly, Goleen, West Cork
Patrick (Chubby) Dunne late of Greenhill Road




Mass Intention List

This Weekend ~ 22nd & 23rd February

6.0opm Joe Forsyth MM, Mary Malone 1st Anni.
Joe Conroy (A) Maura Molly Kelly (A), Harry &
Philomena Leonard (A), Joey Doyle & George Byrne (A)
Albert, Elizabeth, Peter, Patrick, Noel & Rita White &
deceased members of the White & O’Brien Families,
John, Frances & Andrew Byrne & deceased members of
the Byrne family, George Duffy.

9.00am Josie Keane nee Byrne late of Glenealy & Shankill

10.30am Lil Kenny, Paddy Byrne, John Gregory,
Kathleen Cosgrave, Teresa Copeland

12.00pm Stan J. O'Reilly 1st Anni. Pat O'Rourke (A),

Peter & Annie Vickers, Eddie Hanlon (A), Betty Kelly

23rd ~ 27th February 2026
Monday  Mary & Paul Rice, Valerie Byrne
7.o0pm Special Intention
Tuesday Special Intention
7:o0pm Mark Clare
‘Wednesday Betty Whelan, Jim, Kate & Liz Coffey,
Nancy Ryan

Thursday  Monica Murray RD
Friday Helen Hennessey 1st Anni.

Next Weekend ~ 28th February & 1st of March

6.0opm Flor McCarty ist Anni. June Kenny
9.0oam Tommy (Bam) Corcoran ist Anni.
10.30am Fintan Moran MM, ‘Una Ryan
12.00pm Bridie Sheridan MM
Eithne Wright 1st Anni and remember William and
Jacinta and Ita ‘Wright
John, Thomas, Sarah, Patricia & Ellen Carr
Leo Byrne, Jerry Nolan, John & Monina Nagle




If you would like to reflect on next Sundays Readings,
please check...

FIRST READING: Genesis12:1-4
PSALM: Ps. 32: 4-5,18 - 20,22
SECOND READING: Timothy 1:8-10

o GOSPEL: Matthew 17: 1-9

Lo Congratulations to all
= || couples planning their

==

St. Mantan Pastoral Area IR CEs

Baptism Details Don’t forget to give 4 months
notice to the parish where you

Wicklow  First Saturday 2.00pm live.
Third Sunday 1.00pm Your local parish is responsible
Rathnew  Fourth Saturday 2.00pm for organising the paperwork

necessary for the Sacrament of
Marriage irrespective of where
the wedding will take place.

Ashford First Sunday 12 noon
Glenealy Third Saturday 12 noon

BBK Second Saturday 2.00pm . .
Please note : The next meeting will e |Be sure to get in touch with the
on Thursday 12th March at 8pm in the |Parish Office to make
De La Salle Pastoral Centre and on |arrangements to complete
Thursday 26th February at 7.30pm in wedding papers at least 4 months
The Parochial House in Ashford: which |Pefore the date of the proposed
needs to be confirmed with the Parish wedding.

Office.




WEEKLY COLLECTIONS FOR WICKLOW & RATHNEW
15th February 2026

Here is where your donations go to.

Many thanks for your continued support.

PARISH ENVELOPE & 1ST COLLECTION 2ND COLLECTION -
STANDING ORDER COMMON FUND & SHARE
DONATIONS DUES ENVELOPES
The Envelope/Standing The Common Fund The Share account is

Orders are what funds the
Parish. This money stays
locally and is vital to sustain
our Parish.

The money from these
envelopes and Standing
Orders maintain the
Churches, Parish Centre,
Houses, general maintenance
and administration expenses.

account is funded by all
the loose notes & coins in
the First Collection

It is used to provide
suitable and equitable
remuneration and support
for all priests serving in
the diocese, including
active, sick, and retired
clergy.

funded by all loose notes
& coins in the Second
collection.

It is primarily used to
finance central support
services for all parishes,
and to provide financial
assistance to low-income
parishes.

The money received in these
envelopes is lodged directly
to the Parish account.

This loose money is lodged
directly to the Diocesan
Common Fund Account

This loose money is lodged
directly to the Diocesan
Share Account

Accord Collection

€1295

( 100 envelopes received)

€1105

€1690

If you would like to help support your parish, please get in touch with the Parish Office to
set up a box of weekly envelopes or through monthly Standing Order. Your support would
be very much appreciated.

PARISH CONTACTS

Fr Aquinas Duffy : 0404 67196//Fr Gerard Deegan : 0404 67133
Parish Office: 0404 61699

Email: parishofficewicklow@gmail.com, Website: www.stmantan.ie
Office opening times

Monday - Friday: 10am - 12.30pm

For all enquires and bookings



mailto:parishofficewicklow@gmail.com

Parish Pilgrimage Lourdes Trip
17" August 4 nights in hotel La Solitude. €945.00 per person

sharing a single room supplement €49.00 per night. Travel

insurance €55 per person up to 79 years. €75 per person from 80 years
up. Deposit of €350.00 per person, balance due 12 weeks before
departure.

Local History Talk at Wicklow Library Branch
"Famous Wicklow Men and Women and lesser known Wicklow
Connections’ Presented by Brian White

Thursday 26th February @7pm

Join Brian White at Wicklow Town Library on Thursday 26th February
for a fascinating talk exploring 25 men and women from Wicklow whose
lives and achievements reached across the world. Some have places
named after them on maps, while others are remembered in street
names and public buildings, each with a story worth telling.

Their Influence stretches from the North Pole to the South Pole and
from Australia to America.

All are welcome. This event is free, however spaces are limited.

To book your place

Contact Wicklow Town Library Branch on 0404 67025 or email
Wicklib@wicklowcoco.ie

Formation Evenings for New and O 6 ‘ 0 @ . @O @

Existing Parish Ministers
Ministers of the Word will gather in St @ ™ —IN AID OF - «O

Paul's on 3" March from 7.30-9.30pm @ - Brlttas Ba

(with refreshments available from 7pm)

To reserve your place please book online by O Natlonal SChOﬂl

scanning the QR code on the poster or using

this link: https://forms.office.com/ ‘ D'CEY s
e/6nWBEHPHUX O
6!

To reserve your place please book online by

scanning the QR code on the poster or using @ IaCk "Vhi tes Inn,

@‘

Ministers of Holy Communion will gather
in St Paul's on 10" March from 7.30- O
9.30pm (with refreshments available from

@@@G?@@C

this link: = o
https://forms.office.com/e/yehDNViLmM (' B l‘lttds Bay
'Fri.27th Feb. at. Spm
For more information please contact ‘@ €1 000 PRIZEFUND ",
saule.cameron(@dublindiocese.ie or pe- O = Nt ~— SHEET A
ter.siney@dublindiocese.ie ( i Blis afﬂe ppril,

See posters in porch. @ @ Q @@O G @ O
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| Preg Nancy WICKLOW

oga

Embrace Wellness for You & Baby!

Mondays
11:00 am

23rd February
2" March
9" March
16™ March
23 March

J T_K.Segrave Daly,
Glendalough Herbalis&.
T\

To sign-up
ask at the desk,
call 0404-67025
or email:
Wicklibewicklowcoco.ie

¢+ /74 AN TAIRSEACH
KILWANTIN HILL, WICKLOW TOWN
040461833 www. antaifsdech.is

"
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Comhairle Chontae Chill Mhantain
Wicklow County Council
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Bethany Bereavement Support Group '
Many bereaved people find it beneficial to receive support from trained volunteers

Bethany Bereavement Support is now offering additional drop-in meetings. These
will be held at 10.45 am on the 1% Tuesday of each month in the De La Salle Centre,
Wicklow A67 FX65. Commencing on 3" March 2026.

We hope this will make it easier for you to receive our support.

Our evening meetings continue as usual. These meeting are held at 8pm on the last
Tuesday of every month You are welcome to drop into either meeting.

If you prefer, we can meet with you in person. You can call us, in confidence, on
086 835 9148 and be assured of our compassion and understanding.

All our help is free and confidential.

The death of a loved one can be an overwhelming and isolating experience but you
don’t have to face it alone.
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‘Thurs Feb 26at 8.30 sharp
0'Shea's Corner Wicklow . -
kidtn Supportihg‘ .
Holy Rosary + WCS +
o ~ Regatta ,
- Please come early! -

Reminiscences of Wicklow Past
- an illustrated presentation
by John Finlay

Tuesday, February 24 @ 8pm
De La Salle Pastoral Centre

Come along and:
. look at the old photos
. chat about the Wicklow you grew
up in
or
. if you are new in Wicklow find out a
little about how we were

An evening to relax among friends.
Everyone welcome!

ON MONDAYS in the
DE LA SALLE CENTRE &
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS in

ST BRIDGETS HALL - BOTH
i 8PM. STRICTLY OVEW

Lent is often a time to give up
something

Why not take up something and join us
on Wednesday evenings during Lent
to Reflect & Learn about the lenten

Sunday Gospels!

When? Each Wednesday
7:30pm - 8:45pm
Start? Ash Wednesday February 18th
25" February - 4™ March,
11" March - 18™ March,
25" March
Where? Dominican Ecology Centre

For those who wish, there is Cuppa after
each session and Homemade biscuts

There is no charge, but Donations are
welcome




Many thanks to the sponsor of our newsletter

McCrea’s Funeral Home, Dublin Road,
Phone 0404 69000, 24 hours
www.mccrea.ie - info@niallmccrea.com

- No jackpot won this week
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e

will be: €1,525

Please encourage friends and family to support this Parish
Fundraiser from as little as €2 per line or €5 for three lines.
(The price of a coffee) Its quick and easy to sign up.

Your contribution to the Church is your
appreciation for your parish.
If you would like to become a regular
supporter to the Parish, please fill in this slip
and return to the Parish Office or Sacristy
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s In 1t’s time.
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