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John testifies that Jesus is the Lamb of God, God’s own Son.
Background on the Gospel Reading

This Sunday we break from our reading of Matthew’s Gospel (the primary
Gospel for our current liturgical cycle, Cycle A) to read from John's Gospel.
We heard Matthew's account of Jesus’ baptism last Sunday, on the feast of
the Baptism of the Lord. Today, we hear John the Baptist's testimony about
Jesus as found in John's Gospel. John’s Gospel differs from the other
Gospels because John does not describe Jesus’ baptism by John the
Baptist. Instead, John the Baptist announces that he knows that Jesus is the
Son of God.

In today’s reading, John the Baptist sees Jesus approaching and cries out,
giving witness about who Jesus is. In John's testimony he says that he saw
the Spirit descend upon Jesus. By this sign, John the Baptist knew that
Jesus was the one who is to come after him.

John the Baptist uses two titles for Jesus that are familiar to us. John calls
Jesus the “Lamb of God” and the “Son of God.” By using these titles, John
the Baptist identifies Jesus’ ultimate purpose: to redeem sinful humanity.

John the Baptist's testimony about Jesus clearly distinguishes John's
baptism from the Baptism that Jesus will inaugurate. John baptizes with
water; Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit. John also puts his practice of
baptism in the context of Jesus’ ministry. The purpose of John’s baptism
was to make Jesus known to Israel.

John the Baptist’s sense of purpose is clearly identified in this reading: he
baptized in order to prepare for and make known the ministry of the One who
was to follow. John's withess is an excellent example of what it means to be
a disciple. By our Baptism, we are called to make Jesus known to all the
world by our words and by the witness of our lives.

Sincere sympathies to the families of
Anne Murphy (née) Kissane Bonagrew, Brittas
Bay, Wicklow formerly of Killomeroe, Lisselton,
Kerry.
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If you would like to reflect on next Sundays Readings,
please check...

FIRST READING: Isaiah 8: 23 - 9:3

PSALM: PS. 26:1,4,13-14

SECOND READING: Corinthians 1:10-13,17
// GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12-23(or 4: 12-1

Congratulations to all couples planning their marriage.

REMEMBER ...to give 3 months notice to the parish where you live.
Your local parish is responsible for organising the paperwork necessary
for the Sacrament of Marriage irrespective of where the wedding will
take place. Be sure to get in touch with the Parish Office to make
arrangements to complete wedding papers at least 3 months before the
date of the proposed wedding.




PARISH NEWSLETTER

We would love to hear what is happening in the parish so that we can
include it in the parish newsletter.

If you are organising any event or activity—non-profit—please email us
with the details at parishofficewicklow@gmail.com.
We look forward to hearing from you.

PLEASE ..... MAKE SURE YOUR MOBILE PHONE IS
SWITCHED OFF WHILE IN THE CHURCH.

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS

11th January 2026

Here is where your donations go to.

Many thanks for your continued support.

PARISH ENVELOPE & 1ST COLLECTION 2ND COLLECTION -
STANDING ORDER COMMON FUND & SHARE
DONATIONS DUES ENVELOPES
The Envelope/Standing The Common Fund The Share account is
Orders are what funds the account is funded by all funded by all loose notes &
Parish through its dona- the loose notes & coins in | coins in the Second
tions. the First Collection collection.
It is used to provide It is primarily used to
They stay locally in the suitable and equitable finance central support

parish and are vital to
sustain our Parish. These
envelopes and Standing
Orders maintain the
Churches, Parish Centre,
Houses, general mainte-
nance and administration
expenses.

remuneration and support
for all priests serving in
the diocese, including
active, sick, and retired
clergy.

services for all parishes,
and to provide financial
assistance to low-income
parishes.

The money received in these
envelopes is lodged directly
to the Parish account.

This loose money is lodged
directly to the Diocesan
Common Fund Account

This loose money is lodged
directly to the Diocesan
Share Account

€225

7 envelopes received

€730

€480




Don’t forget that all Anam Cara, the charity organisation
Masses in Wicklow can [fthat supports bereaved parents, will hold
be viewed live on the its monthly Parent Support Evening
pastoral area website, fh"e'\u’a'g?ﬂ\a,}'eﬁtﬂﬁgfary 202e R
during the weekdays and Newtownmountkennedy, Co. Wicklow.
weekends.

This event is free and open to all bereaved
parents regardless of the age your child died,
the circumstances of their death, or how
recent their death was. You do not need to
Mass leaflets are available in all register in advance.

the churches even if there is no _
We also offer an online support group

Mass in a church on a particular meeting. To find out more call 01 4045378 or
weekend. email info@anamcara.ie

www.stmantan.ie

PARISH CONTACTS

Fr Aquinas Duffy : 0404 67196 // Fr Gerard Deegan : 0404 67133

Parish Office: 0404 61699
Email: parishofficewicklow@gmail.com, Website: www.stmantan.ie
Office opening times
Monday - Friday: 10am - 12.30pm

PARISH SHOP
The Parish shop is situated in the lobby of the parish office.
It has been restocked with new candles, cards and some new general stock, grave
candles & ornaments. Drop in and have a browse, baptism candles small baby gifts,
angel gifts, rosary beads, car medals, visor medals, cards and much more.
There is also have a wide selection of Mass Cards and ordinary cards available.
Shop open same time as office from 10am till 12.30pm.

Your contribution to the Church is your
appreciation for your parish.
If you would like to become a regular
supporter to the Parish, please fill in this slip
and return to the Parish Office or Sacristy
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