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Donal Neary SJ Gospel Reflections for Year A: Matthew                                         
 

The Energy of True Religion 

'To love God and love your neighbour - this is one of the most attractive of the 
sayings of Jesus. It is an encouragement to live fully with what brings the 
greatest joy in life - true love of God and the neighbour. It is at the heart of 
good religion, and what attracts many to Jesus. 

Bad religion puts law above love. Bad religion fights for the partial truth of 
religion. We risk being victims of bad religion, just as we can be victims of bad 
nationalism, bad psychology or any other bad way of living. Jesus' life was to 
propose good religion and to live by it. The religion of some of the Pharisees 
was bad, in that it was incomplete in its scope. 

 We admire those who give energy in love and service. We are proud of people 
we know whose lives make a great and good difference to others. We know 
that our family and neighbourhood, parish and school, workplace and leisure 
time have been enriched by the self-sacrificing love of many people, young and 
old. 

'He gave it his all' - we say that of a good player at the end of a match. We say 
of parents that they "were always there for the children. May we give all we have 
in our lives, giving in love, knowing that all we give is itself a gift from God, the 
giver of all good gifts. 

Picture Jesus with a sick person; watch him touching the person. 
This would he against the law! What would you say to him? 
Lord, let love be the guiding principle of all I say and think.  
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  This week we remember  Next week we remember 

SATURDAY   

6.00pm ASHFORD 

 
Noeleen O’Brien (A) 

SUNDAY           

10.30am GLENEALY 
    

ASHFORD & GLENEALY PARISH 
                                                   18th October 2026 

ENVELOPE/ CHURCH COLLECTION -  goes towards maintaining  our  parish   -     €245 

1ST COLLECTION / COMMON FUND -  pays salaries of Priests of Diocese            -     €205 

2ND COLLECTION/SHARE              -        goes towards Diocesan Administration       -      €270 

MAINTENANCE                      - goes towards Parish upkeep                    -     €40 
     Many thanks for your continued support.                

   

FIRST READING: Apocalypse 7:2-4. 9-14 
                PSALM: Ps. 23: 1-6 

SECOND READING: 1 John 3: 1-3 
                  GOSPEL: Matthew 5: 1-12 

 

Next Ashford Baptism Meeting - Next meeting 26th November at 

7.30pm in the Parochial House. Please ring the Parish Office 

(0404-61699) to confirm your attendance at this meeting. 



  

  

WICKLOW CANCER  

SUPPORT 

  

  
  

  

  

Unit 2, First Floor,                                

Rear of Boots Pharmacy, 

Abbey Street, Wicklow 
  

Have you, or a family member, been                         

diagnosed with Cancer? 
  

We’re here to help - 

All our services are free of charge  
  

  0404 32696 or  086 821 6694 
  

Email info@wicklowcancersupport.ie 
  

Open: Mon-Fri: 10.00-5.00.  

Closed for lunch 1-2p.m. 

mailto:info@wicklowcancersupport.ie


 

 

 

Your contribution to the Church is your                        

appreciation for your  parish.                              

If you would like to  become  a  regular         

supporter to the  Parish, please fill in this slip 

and return  to the  Parish Office or  Sacristy 

  

  

Name…………………………………………………… 

  

Contact Number..……………………………………… 

  

Address…………………………………………………… 

  

_____________________________________ 

  

  


