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Donal Neary SJ Gospel Reflections for Year A: Matthew
The Vineyard is Ourselves!

God is all the time caring for his people and thinking of us, making sure we're not
endangered when he can help it. His care for his people goes into the heart of the
Trinity, one of whom becomes one of us, for our sake.

He wants us to bear fruit, as in the second reading. He will give these fruits - and
wants us to value them.

In our society today, we could say that in many countries child protection and care is
better today, We are more inclusive of people who differ from us and the church is
open to the whole human family.

In Ireland we have more peace now than we had, but maybe not more justice,
especially for our migrant people. These are some fruits. We miss out on some
issues - the value of faith and community is low and sometimes in public or

political life we go for the temporary and the illusory and the dramatic. The gap
between rich and poor is wider than ever. We have had bad experiences of greed and
financial abuse, even in the charities sector. Our care of the elderly leaves much to
be demanded.

Looking at the gospel vision, we can ask how the vineyard is nourished. We find that
the cornerstone of the Christian way of life is love, and the love is a person in Jesus.
He is the one who will invigorate the vine ... Some will ignore him, some will follow.
All of us are probably a bit in between. God sent his own Son into the vineyard of
human life, not because life is perfect, but because love is. Jesus comes among us
because we need him.

Imagine a situation where people try to do well
in underdeveloped countries and are prevented. Pray for them.
Lord, may your kingdom come, here, there and now, today.

Sincere sympathies to the families of
Angela Murray née McNamara, of Ashford, Co.
‘Wicklow, formerly of Broadford, Co. Clare, Dublin
and the USA




This week we remember Next week we remember

SATURDAY Betty Hamilton (A)
6.00pm ASHFORD

SUNDAY
10.30am GLENEALY

ASHFORD & GLENEALY PARISH

4™ October 2026
ENVELOPE/ CHURCH COLLECTION - goes towards maintaining our parish - €365
1ST COLLECTION / COMMON FUND - pays salaries of Priests of Diocese - €358
2ND COLLECTION/SHARE - goes towards Diocesan Administration - €255
MAINTENANCE - goes towards Parish upkeep - €60

Many thanks for your continued support.

If you would like to reflect on next Sundays Readings,
please check...

FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1, 4-6
PSALM: (Ps 95.)

Next Ashford Baptism Meeting - Next meeting 22nd October at 7.30pm in
the Parochial House. Please ring the Parish Office (0404-61699) to confirm
vour attendance at this meeting.

St. Vincent de Paul Collection :
The Church door quarterly collection for the local conferences

was held last weekend on the 3" & 4™ of October. The total that
was collected was €1033.00 A sincere thanks to one and all for
your generosity to this collection.




Bethany
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WICKLOW GROUP

Whenever you feel ready, Bethany Bereavement Support
is here to listen.

Bethany Bereavement Support provides a free,
confidential listening service for adults who are grieving.

It offers a quiet and supportive space where people can
speak about their loss and be listened to with

understanding and compassion by trained volunteers.

ﬁ NEXT MEETING DATES

Tuesday 6 October at 10:45am
Tuesday 27 October at 8pm

VENUE
The De La Salle Centre
Wicklow

A67 FX65

c FOR INFORMATION

087 0060 700
8 bethanywicklow@gmail.com

. THE VILLAGE PLAYERS PRESENT
-~ THE PLOUGH

AND THE STARS

.« < SEAN O'CASEY
A1 xrected By MARION MURPHY

=ST. BRIGID S HALL, RATHNEW)
: 22nd 23rd 24th October 2026 at 8pm_
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WICKLOW CANCER
SUPPORT

WICKLOW S
CANCER
SUPPORT

Unit 2, First Floor,
Rear of Boots Pharmacy,
Abbey Street, Wicklow

Have you, or a family member, been
diagnosed with Cancer?

We’re here to help -
All our services are free of charge

0404 32696 or 086 821 6694

Email info@wicklowcancersupport.ie

Open: Mon-Fri: 10.00-5.00.
Closed for lunch 1-2p.m.
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Unwanted Gift Sale

in aid of
St. Patrick’s Church, Wicklow
and
Wicklow Cancer Support

Date: Sunday 8th November 2026

Time: 10am to 3.30 pm, with Coffee & Raffle

Place: De la Salle Pastoral Centre, Wicklow Town
(across from St Patrick's Church, Wicklow Town)

Pick up a Great Christmas Present and support
Wicklow Parish Church and Wicklow Cancer Support Services

Vn Special Christmas
'Néf\ " WickLow™ Room
| CANCER

N, SUPPORT

Full of Decorations
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Care for Our Common Home
“The Earth is our home, and we all share

it together.”
POPE FRANCIS
Protect aF

Tackle
biodiversity climate change
Every living thing

Care for creation
has a place and means caring for
a purpose.

future generations.

Conserve
natural resources

sustainable living

Small actions
make a big
difference.

O

Woater, soil, air
and energy are
not limitless.

O

Reduce,
reuse, recycle

Live in
harmony

Less waste today, - A healthy planet
cleaner tomorrows. builds healthier

g L A h lthier Planet : : stron%i?gloemcr:t?nitie.
BT s a brighter future 3 > %3

In 2015, Pope Francis calls all of us to urgent action
to combat the destruction that is being inflicted on earth, ~
our common home and reminds Christians of our duty -/
A to be good stewards of creation.
e i T
N ¥ More information can be found online and at

www.trocaire.org

Here are some practical ideas for what can be done in a home to help answer this
call.

» Use washable - not disposable- napkins, mugs, cutlery etc.

* Install energy-saving light bulbs

« Switch off lights when leaving a room

 Don't leave electrical appliances on stand-by

« Stop using disposable plastic water bottles

* Avoid take out cups

* Enjoy more time in nature

« Wash laundry at 30 when possible

* Dry washing outside

* Avoid clingfilm - use a tub with a lid, cover bowls with a plate or a tea towel




