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Donal Neary SJ Gospel Reflections for Year A: Matthew 
Jesus always new 

 

 The lamp is the light of love and hope, and at its centre is the light of Christ. 
The light is given to us in many ways in our lives - it shines within as an eternal 
joy, and outwards to many others. Jesus often advises, 'keep your lamps 
burning' and 'Let you lights shine. 

Like when the bulb goes out when the electricity fails, the lamp can go out 
without oil. The people of the gospel felt foolish that they had not brought oil 
with them to light their way. The oil is prayer and our relationship with Jesus. 
This is the essence of the Christian life. Our Christian life is following a real, 
loving person: it is an invitation to get to know Jesus, and to find ourselves 
drawn from our hearts to follow him. Without this living relationship with 
Christ, words sound empty. We sometimes hear someone speaking of their 
Christian faith and cannot help wondering if it comes from the inside or is just 
a list of things to be believed and read. 

Ignatius of Loyola's famous prayer is the prayer of the follower of Jesus; ‘Lord, 
teach me to know you more, love you more and serve you more faithfully in my 
life.' (Spiritual Exercises). The more indicates that this is never a finished 
product: like love and friendship it grows in our lives. It is exciting that Jesus is 
never gone from us.: risen from the dead he is always alive, always new. Our 
reading of the gospel, our sharing at Mass and the sacraments and our 
personal prayer keep this relationship always alive, always new. 

Thinking of a bright lamp, or imagining one, 
ask for an ever-brightening light of Christ in your life. 

Lord, teach me to know, love and serve you more faithfully every day 

       
 
  

 

ASHFORD &  GLENEALY  ~ PARISH CONTACTS 
                                 FR EAMONN CROSSON  0404  40540  

     www.stmantan.ie      parishofficewicklow@gmail.com      

PARISH OFFICE WICKLOW    0404 -61699   
 Office opening times    Monday - Friday: 10am – 12.30pm 

 For all enquires and bookings  

http://www.ashfordglenealyparish.ie/


 

 

  This week we remember  Next week we remember 

SATURDAY   

6.00pm ASHFORD 

 
Dylan Lynch (A) 

SUNDAY           

10.30am GLENEALY 
    

ASHFORD & GLENEALY PARISH 
                                                   1st November 2026 

ENVELOPE/ CHURCH COLLECTION -  goes towards maintaining our parish   -       €255 

1ST COLLECTION / COMMON FUND -  pays salaries of Priests of Diocese            -     €400 

2ND COLLECTION/SHARE              -        goes towards Diocesan Administration       -      €335 

MAINTENANCE                      - goes towards Parish upkeep                    -     €55 
     Many thanks for your continued support.                

   

FIRST READING: Proverbs 31:10-13.19-20. 30-31 
                PSALM: Ps. 127: 1 - 5 

SECOND READING: Thessalonians 5: 1-6 
                  GOSPEL: Matthew 25: 14 - 30 

 

Next Ashford Baptism Meeting - Next meeting 26th November at 

7.30pm in the Parochial House. Please ring the Parish Office 

(0404-61699) to confirm your attendance at this meeting. 



 

  

WICKLOW CANCER  

SUPPORT 

  

  
  

  

  

Unit 2, First Floor,                                

Rear of Boots Pharmacy, 

Abbey Street, Wicklow 
  

Have you, or a family member, been                         

diagnosed with Cancer? 
  

We’re here to help - 

All our services are free of charge  
  

  0404 32696 or  086 821 6694 
  

Email info@wicklowcancersupport.ie 
  

Open: Mon-Fri: 10.00-5.00.  

Closed for lunch 1-2p.m. 

                 ASHFORD COMMUNITY GROUP 

Providing support & a social outlet for older people 
  

DRAW RESULTS October 2026 
  

    

Winner Seller 

1st
 €300      Thomas Carthy     Mary Doyle 

2nd
 €150      Phil Glynn     Catherine Barrett 

3rd
 €100      Breda Keogh     Catherine Barrett 

4th €50      Margaret Duffy     Ann Byrne 

 

  

  

Thank you for your ongoing support 
Registered Charity Number (RCN) 20200036 

  

mailto:info@wicklowcancersupport.ie


 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

Your contribution to the Church is your                        

appreciation for your  parish.                              

If you would like to  become  a  regular         

supporter to the  Parish, please fill in this slip 

and return  to the  Parish Office or  Sacristy 

  

  

Name…………………………………………………… 

  

Contact Number..……………………………………… 

  

Address…………………………………………………… 

  

_____________________________________ 

  

  


